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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Deena Sheppard-Johnson, SR-6J US EPA RECORDS CEN

M

77 West Jackson Boulevard
Chicago, IL 60604

RE:  The Chemical Recovery Systems Site, Elyria, Ohio
Dear Ms. Sheppard-Johnson:

Enclosed please find a position statement and an amended response to the Information
Request prepared by Gordon Terminal Services Company. The amended answers have been
certified by Thomas P. Gordon and we are also providing the documents in support of the
amended response. If you have any additional questions or comments, please feel free to contact
me.

. S. FOSSEE

CSF/ksb
Enclosures:
1) Position Statement
2) Attachment 2 Amended Responses
3) Documents in Support of Responses

cc: Thomas Nash


mailto:csf@fosseelaw.com

POSITION STATEMENT
Of
GORDON TERMINAL SERVICE COMPANY

Based upon conversations with Tom Nash with regard to the above captioned matter,
Gordon Terminal is herewith submitting to you the Amended Response of Gordon
Terminal Service Company of Attachment 2, Questions. These are amended to clarify
and to add additional information that was uncovered as a result of reviewing additional
material from EPA and checking that information against the company records.

In addition, correspondence was received from counsel representing certain PRPs that
included a determination of TechLaw that attributed a volume of 61,949 gallons to
Gordon Terminal. Based upon the documents provided by EPA from CRS as well as the
documents provided by Gordon Terminal in the Amended Response and the physical
properties and price of the materials involved, we believe the TechLaw volume to be
approximately three times higher than what was actually sold by Gordon Terminal to
CRS.

The documents we have to work with are the “dirty inventory”, the CRS accounts
payable, the CRS purchase/payment journal and the receipt of payment record of Gordon
Terminal. It is obvious that the dirty inventory is overstated due to a number of
duplications. As an example, the 9/30 entry is repeated 10 times, all with Gorden and the
10/1 entry is repeated 4 times all with Gordon. If you count all the repeated entries, the
total number of drums is 410 or 22,550 gallons, based on 55 gallons per drum. A count
of the non-repeated entries reduces the number of drums to 158 or 8415 gallons, at 55
gallons per drum.

The purchase/payment journal shows 7 entries for a total of $13,343.40, which is
matched by the Gordon receipt of payment record. These two records would appear to
present the clearest record of what volume should be attributed to Gordon Terminal. If
that is the case, all that needs to be determined is the price per gallon in order to ascertain
the volume. It would appear that TechLaw used a figure in the area of 20 cents per
gallon rather than a more appropriate amount of about 60 cents per gallon. The
approximately 60 cents per gallon price is reasonable based on the standard price of the
chemicals involved and is supported by a payment amount that is directly related time
wise to an entry on the dirty inventory list.

On 6/5/79 the dirty inventory indicates 63 gallons of mixed chlorinates. Six days later on
6/11/79 the accounts payable of CRS shows $1,987.20 to Gordon Terminal. On 6/21/79
the CRS purchase/payment journal shows $1,987.20 and on 6/27/79 the Gordon receipt
of payment record shows that same amount received from CRS. Based upon 55 gallons
per drum that would equate to 3465 gallons at a price of 57 cents per gallon. Should the
gallons per drum be less, the cost per gallon would obviously increase. Assuming 55
gallons per drum would be the maximum as the weight of the material would generally
reduce that number. If there were 52 gallons per drum, the cost per gallon would be 60.6



cents. Calculating the gallons at 57 cents per gallon based upon the $13,343.40 stated in
the records, would place the volume at 23,409 gallons or only point four (0.4%) percent
of the total volume.

We have not had the opportunity to review the report of TechLaw and therefore the
statements about their evaluation are based on our interpretations and not their report. If
their are other reasons for their evaluation, please advise us so that we may be able to
address those matters.

There is one other item that is revealed in the answers to the questions that are attached.
You should note that the material was not the product of Gordon Terminal. All of the
material except for the styrene was owned by PPG, the styrene was owned by Foster
Grant Co.

Thank you for your consideration. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
contact our attorney.



AMENDED RESPONSE OF GORDON TERMINAL SERVICE COMPANY TO
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY’S REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

6. Identify all persons including respondent’s employees, who have knowledge or
information about the generation, use, treatment, storage, disposal, or other handling of
material at or transportation of materials to the Site.

Response: The following employees were involved with the delivery of the product
to the truck that was collecting material for CRS:

Robert Mettrick — former supervisor

George Schultz - retired

7. Describe all arrangements that Respondent may have had with each of the
following companies and persons

Response: Gordon Terminal only had transaction with Chemical Recovery Systems,
Inc. and those transactions amounted to the sale of certain of Gordon Terminal’s
customers’ materials to CRS on a few occasions. Based upon information provided by
the EPA that was obtained from CRS, Gordon Terminal has located records for seven
different payments from CRS evidencing the same transactions as indicated in the CRS
payment journals.

8. Set forth the dates during which the Respondent engaged in any of the following
activities:

a) generation of hazardous materials which were sent to the CRS Site.
Response: Gordon is not the generator of the materials which were sent to CRS as

described in [tem 7 and the exhibits.

9. d) The owner of the material or hazardous substances so accepted or
transported.
Response: Gordon Terminal has been able to determine that all of the material except

for the styrene was owned by PPG and the styrene was owned by Foster Grant.

h) The amount paid in connection with each transaction, the method of
payment, and the identity of the person from whom payment was received.



Response: Gordon Terminal’s receipt of payment record reveals the following checks
received from Chemical Recovery Systems

DATE CHECK NUMBER AMOUNT
07/22/1977 1285 $§ 985.80
09/02/1977 1372 1,732.80
12/08/1977 1562 1,455.60
06/12/1978 1942 1,971.60
07/03/1978 1997 1,081.20
03/29/1979 2645 4,129.20
06/27/1979 2847 1,987.20
$13,343.40
n) The type and number of containers in which the materials or hazardous

substances were contained when they were accepted for transport, and subsequently until
there were deposited at the CRS Site, and all markings on such containers.

Response: CRS transporter had tanks on flatbed trucks and drums would be emptied
into the tanks.

p) All documents containing information responsive to a — o above, or in lieu
of identification of all relevant documents, provide copies of all such documents.

Response: Copies of all the cash receipt registers are attached and marked as
Amended Exhibit 1.

q) All persons with knowledge, information, documents responsive to a — p
above.

Response: Only those persons named in answers 1 and 6.



CERTIFICATION

I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were prepared under
my direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed to assure that qualified
personnel properly gathered and evaluated the information submitted.

Based upon my inquiry of the person or persons who manage the system, or those
persons directly responsible for gathering the information, the information submitted is,
to the best of my knowledge and belief, true, accurate, and complete. 1 am aware that
there are significant penalties for submitting false information, including the possibility
of fine and imprisonment for knowing violations. :

GORDON TERMINAL SERVICE CO.

DATE: %./%f/pﬁ‘ | BY: T homas %&w@x

Thomas P. Gordon
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800 Cranberry Woods Drive, Suite 450
Cranberry Township, PA 16066

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Deena Sheppard-Johnson, SR 6J

c/o Marsha Adams

Remedial Enforcement Support Section
77 West Jackson Boulevard

Chicago, IL 60604





